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Qudsiya Naqui:
Hi, this is Qudsiya Naqui, host of down to the struts—the podcast about disability design and intersectionality where I talk to artists, storytellers, experts and activists about the building blocks for a more accessible, inclusive world. It's hard to believe that we're about to embark on our fourth season! We'll be bringing you six brand new interviews, featuring some of the most powerful voices in the movement for disability rights and disability justice. We’ll learn about disability civil rights icon Judy Heumann…

Judy Heumann:
The causes of our disability are obviously buried, even if we have the same type of disability, like physical disability or blindness or whatever. I've learned that if we can trust each other and learn and work together, that we're able to make advances, more than if we don't work collaboratively. And that it is very important for us to be able to build trust, that we understand the types of discrimination that people may be facing.

Qudsiya Naqui:
Teacher and creator of the Instagram handle, sitting pretty, Rebekah Taussig….

Rebekah Taussig:
I wanted people who did have a disability to be able to feel some solidarity to feel maybe have some language to process it or understand some of their experience, while recognizing that also, this is one very particular perspective and one very particular set of experiences and does not represent disability in a name sort of sweeping way, but just wanting there to be that sense of, you know, like that book I wish I had had when I was younger,

Qudsiya Naqui:
founder of the Disability and Intersectionality Summit, Sandy Ho…

Sandy Ho:
we just thought this would be a cool and fun and needed community space, where we wanted to explore what it would take and what it would be like to really implement the disability justice framework within our organizing practices. So in the way that, you know, we have much as possible now, I think at the bare minimum events, you know, think about and consider best practices for disability rights, inclusion and accommodation. We were trying to center Access and Disability Justice framework and practices.

Qudsiya Naqui:
And we'll learn about disability and access to our civil court system with Erika Rickard of the Pew Charitable Trusts.

Erika Rickard:
advocates within a community whether that's disability advocates or other advocates to recognize the role that the court system has in your community, and to be able to be a meaningful participant to bring your voice to bear on the changes that are being made in the court system. So, most states have an Access to Justice Commission or a similar body that makes decisions about how to inform future changes that courts are making. And there's a seat at the table there. Seek out that seat at the table and be a voice for your community within the Access to Justice conversations that are happening in your community.

Qudsiya Naqui:
Watch this feed to hear these voices and more when we kick off the next season on Tuesday, December 7. In the meantime, join our Facebook group down to the struts podcast. Follow us on Twitter and Instagram at Down to the Struts. And if the spirit moves you, you can become a patron by visiting www.patreon.com/downtothestruts, to receive our quarterly newsletter, to get access to exclusive content, and yes, to have access to down to the struts merch we can't wait to see you in season four so we can get back down to it.



